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Former deputy presidency minister Antonio Ibarra, a fugitive from justice wanted in Managua on
embezzlement charges, has turned up in the Bolivian city of Cochabamba. In a report issued in July
1992 by the Controller General's office, Ibarra was accused of having diverted about US$1 million
in government funds while serving as director of the Fund for Assistance to the Socially Oppressed
(Fondo de Asistencia Social para los Oprimidos, FASO). (For previous coverage of the Ibarra scandal
see CAU 07/24/92.) Before the report was released, Ibarra was dismissed from his post, fled the
country, and his whereabouts had been only a matter of speculation. Speaking to reporters in La Paz
by telephone from his home in Cochabamba, Ibarra said the charges against him were fabricated by
adversaries of President Violeta Chamorro's administration. He called the whole affair an attempt
to undermine his former boss, Presidency Minister Antonio Lacayo. One report covering Ibarra's
presence in Bolivia was carried in Managua daily newspaper Barricada, owned by the Sandinista
National Liberation Front (FSLN). Ibarra said he has been residing in Cochabamba for the past six
months, working as a professor of journalism at a local university. The university's director, plus
several Bolivian politicians, were classmates of Ibarra years ago at the Lovaina Catholic University
in Belgium. It appears unlikely that Ibarra will be extradited anytime soon from Bolivia, although
the Chamorro administration insists it will make every attempt to bring Ibarra to trial. On Jan. 28,
Foreign Minister Ernesto Leal said the government is attempting to verify the reports of Ibarra's
whereabouts in order to initiate extradition proceedings from Bolivia. However, there is no formal
extradition treaty between the two countries, and Managua does not even have an embassy in La
Paz. As a result, the Foreign Ministry will probably file a "courtesy appeal" asking the Bolivian
government to extradite Ibarra. Sources in La Paz say that such an appeal must be reviewed by
the Supreme Court, and observers believe it unlikely the court would rule in favor, since Bolivia
could stand in violation of the American Convention on Human Rights, known as the San Jose
Convention. (Sources: Notimex, 01/27/93; Spanish news service EFE, Agencia Centroamericana de
Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 01/26/93, 01/28/93; Agence France-Presse, 01/27/93, 01/28/93)
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